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6 percent for almost 3 years. America’s econ-
omy is the strongest it has been in a genera-
tion.

Now we must press forward with the eco-
nomic strategy that we adopted in 1993 and
that has helped create the conditions for sus-
tained growth. The balanced budget agree-
ment I reached with leaders of Congress em-
bodies our strategy. It is a balanced budget
that is in balance with our values, and yester-
day’s strong endorsement of it by the House
and Senate ratifies that economic strategy.
This bipartisan action is a hopeful sign that
both parties can work together to keep our
economy growing. I look forward to working
with leaders of both parties to write our bal-
anced budget plan into law.

The progress of the balanced budget
shows what America can accomplish when
we reach across party lines and work to-
gether. Unfortunately, the Republican lead-
ers of Congress have chosen the path of par-
tisanship and confrontation in their actions
on the disaster relief bill. Because congres-
sional leaders chose to attach unacceptable
political items to vital disaster relief legisla-
tion, I have no choice but to veto that meas-
ure. Once again, I call on the Congress to
honor the sacrifice and aid the recovery of
the families in the Dakotas, Minnesota, and
across the country by passing straightforward
disaster relief legislation and sending it to my
desk.

Proclamation 7009—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 1997
June 6, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s flag has always flown in the

vanguard of the American journey, remind-
ing us of our proud past and beckoning us
into a future full of promise. Its bold colors
reflect the courage and exuberance of the
American people, and its simple but inspired
design symbolizes both the unity and diver-
sity that define our Nation.

Adopted by the Continental Congress on
June 14, 1777, the Stars and Stripes became
the official flag of the young United States

and a compelling symbol of our new inde-
pendence. Woven into its folds were the
hopes, dreams, and determination of the ex-
traordinary individuals who founded this
country—hopes for a system of government
that would honor the rights and dignity of
every citizen; dreams that their great experi-
ment in democracy would succeed; and de-
termination to ensure that success, even at
the cost of their own lives. Since that time,
generations of Americans have invested the
flag with their own hopes and dreams. Mil-
lions of immigrants, traveling to these shores
to flee poverty or oppression, have rejoiced
at their first glimpse of the American flag,
confident that its promise of freedom, equal-
ity, and opportunity would prove true for
them and their families.

We have carried Old Glory to places un-
dreamed of by our founders, from the depths
of Earth’s oceans to the Sea of Tranquility
on the Moon. Through conflict and in peace,
on missions of exploration and on missions
of mercy, the flag has led us wherever our
questing spirits have been willing to venture,
and whenever America’s freedom, security,
and values have been threatened.

On Flag Day and during National Flag
Week, I encourage all Americans to join me
in reflecting on the proud history and pro-
found meaning of our flag. And let us pledge
to keep faith with those generations of patri-
ots, both military and civilian, who gave their
lives to keep the flag flying over a Nation
that is free, strong, and true to our highest
ideals.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
August 3, 1949 (63 Stat. 492), designated
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and re-
quested the President to issue an annual
proclamation calling for its observance and
for the display of the Flag of the United
States on all Federal Government buildings.
The Congress also requested the President,
by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966 (80
Stat. 194), to issue annually a proclamation
designating the week in which June 14 occurs
as ‘‘National Flag Week’’ and calling upon
all citizens of the United States to display
the flag during that week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
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do hereby proclaim June 14, 1997, as Flag
Day and the week beginning June 8, 1997,
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week,
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars
and Stripes from their homes and other suit-
able places.

I also call upon the people of the United
States to observe with pride and all due cere-
mony those days from Flag Day through
Independence Day, also set aside by the
Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor
our Nation, to celebrate our heritage in pub-
lic gatherings and activities, and to publicly
recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., June 9, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 10.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 31
In the morning, the President traveled to

West Point, NY, and he returned to Washing-
ton, DC, in the afternoon.

June 2
The President announced his intention to

nominate Janice R. Lachance to serve as
Deputy Director of the Office of Personnel
Management.

June 3
The President announced his intention to

nominate Beth Nolan as the Assistant Attor-
ney General in the Office of Legal Counsel
at the Department of Justice.

June 4
The White House announced that the

President will participate in an environ-
mental summit in Lake Tahoe, NV, on July
26, and he will attend a National Governors’
Association meeting in Las Vegas, NV, on
July 28.

June 5
The White House announced that the

President will meet with Emir Hamad bin
Khalifa al Thani of Qatar at the White House
on June 11.

June 6
The President announced his intention to

appoint Jamie Gorelick to serve as Chair and
Maurice Greenberg, Margaret Greene, Erle
Nye, and Floyd Emerson Wicks to serve as
members of the Advisory Committee to the
President’s Commission on Critical Infra-
structure Protection.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 2

James Franklin Collins,
of Illinois, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Russian Federation.

Janice R. Lachance,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management, vice Lorraine
Allyce Green, resigned.
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